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LA VASSALIERE
85320 Chateau Guibert

FRANCE

The Vendée is the French département (or county) between Brittany and La Rochelle on the West coast of France. It is a rural area famous for its seafaring (Ellen McArthur sailed into Les Sables d’Olonnes) and for its immense beaches of golden sand. The Vendée is known for its mild climate: it has the most sunshine of any region of France apart from the Cote d'Azur.

The area’s main historical events were the Vendée wars during the French Revolution, when the republican troops from Paris defeated an uprising by the rural population (known as les chouans) and then laid waste to it. Peace was only restored in Napoleon’s time. La Rochelle was an important centre of protestantism during the wars of religion – ironic as Cardinal Richelieu was bishop of Luçon just to the north.

La Vassalière is a quiet hamlet in the rolling Vendée countryside.  It is half an hour from a number of sandy beaches and the Lac du Marillet is five minutes' walk away. There is a 9x4 metre pool for the days you don’t want to go to the beach.

Our cottage is a renovated farmer's cottage. Downstairs it has a lounge with a bed-settee, a bathroom + loo, a large kitchen/family room and a bedroom. Upstairs there is a large master bedroom, two further bedrooms and a loo/washroom. Altogether it sleeps 7 people in a double bed, three single beds and two bunk beds (there is also a good camp bed for an 8th if needed). 

We have a garden of over ½ acre overlooking fields and grassland with the swimming pool.

The cottage is about 260 miles from Cherbourg or 170 miles from St Malo. Allow 12 hours door-to-door from London whether via Calais, Le Havre, Cherbourg or St Malo. We find the best route is via Cherbourg, which is now under 5 hours drive from the cottage.

There is a good online map at www.ViaMichelin.com. Put in Mareuil sur Lay or St Florent des Bois and La Vassaliere should be clearly marked between them.  

You will need to take linen as we do not supply it - Sheets, pillowcases and towels.
Wine

The local Vendée wines, les fiefs vendéens VDQS, are very popular locally if somewhat acidic for UK tastes.

(photo before the surrounds were tiled).

THINGS TO DO

Beaches

There are excellent sandy beaches all round the coast, about 30 mins drive from cottage.

Tennis
We are members of the club at La Mainborgère and you can play as our guests.
Boats

Boats can be sailed/rowed on the barrage, le Lac du Marrillet behind the cottage, if you have one. 

We enjoy windsailing or hiring catamarans at La Tranche which is internationally renowned for windsurfing. The sailing is excellent. Some of the sailing instructors speak English.

Bird Sanctuary (e.g. St. Denis sur Payre)

An excellent wild-life sanctuary with over 200 visiting species per year.

The Marais Poitevan (Marshes)

Go punting from Arcais, Coulon or Maillezais (also visit the ruined Abbey).

La Chabotterie (20 mins North of La Roche)

A restored manor house of the time of the Vendée wars, 
One Hour to South
La Rochelle 
- well worth a visit.  Many good restaurants. Park near the old port (vieux port).



- kids may enjoy visiting the aquarium.

Islands

Ile d'Yeu an hour from St. Gilles Croix de Vie by hydrofoil. This is a great day’s excursion (www.ile-yeu.com ) Hire bikes when you reach Port Joinville on the Island and cycle over to a nice beach on the South side. 

Ile de Ré off la Rochelle   

Puy du Fou  (www.puydufou.com) - reconstruction of 18th Century and medieval villages with falconry displays, cavalry spectacle etc.  

Puy du Fou - Son et Lumière on Fridays and Saturdays 10 p.m. - midnight.  Well worth seeing but you need to book in advance. 

Further Afield  (One and a half to two hours' drive) is the Old city of Poitiers and Futuroscope, a cinema-based theme park. The kids will love it but be ready for queues in high Summer. Firework/laser spectacle in the evening. 
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